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2016: Planting Seeds
I ola ‘oe, I ola makou nei

My life is dependent on yours;
your life is dependent on mine

2016 was a year of seed planting for Akaka Foundation for Tropical Forests. We  laid the
groundwork for growth, dedicating our efforts to careful planning of future projects and
programs, outlining and engaging in fundraising strategies, designing curriculum, and creating
media that informs the public of our work. We strengthened and expanded our partnerships,
supported biocultural programs, and worked to address the threat of Rapid ‘Ohi‘a Death. 
 
We added several new members to our Board of Directors, attended and sponsored symposia and
conferences, and launched our website.  
 
This annual report outlines some of the work we did in 2016--for more details please visit
http://www.akakaforests.org.
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Akaka Foundation for Tropical Forests

Vibrant forest communities alive with the voices of
Hawai‘i from one generation to the next.

Our Vision

Our Mission
The mission of the Akaka Foundation for Tropical Forests is to
enhance and promote a forest stewardship ethic that embraces
biocultural restoration and conservation strategies through
integration of traditional and western knowledge and through
strategic cooperation among private and public organizations.

Hawai‘i is home to the largest number of federally listed
threatened or endangered plant and animal species in
the United States. This loss threatens Hawai‘iʻs native
ecosystems, ecosystem services, and traditional cultural
practices that those ecosystems support.

Our focus is in the ahupua‘a of Pu‘u Wa‘awa‘a and
Laupāhoehoe, home to the Hawai‘i Experimental Tropical

Forest (HETF). We support three efforts that promote
thriving ecosystems, cultural practice, and sustainable

livelihoods.

The Challenge

Our Approach

Page 2



Ulu Lehulehu / Million ‘Ōhi‘a Initiative

Koa Initiative

The Koa Initiative promotes traditional
improvement and planting of koa (Acacia koa)
 a fast growing tree species found only in
Hawai‘i and the state’s premier timber
species.

Cultural Keystones Initiative

Cultural Keystones Initiative promotes the
planting and restoration of plant species of
high cultural and ecological value to Hawai‘i,
including kamani, kou, milo, kauila, iliahi,
alahe‘e, and lama.

Ulu Lehulehu Million ‘Ōhi‘a Initiative promotes
the protection, planting and restoration of
‘Ōhi‘a Lehua (Metrosideros polymorpha)  a
Hawai‘i endemic tree and the monarch of
Hawai‘i’s natural world.

To support partnerships
dedicated to stewardship
of biocultural resources.

To create sustainable, bioculturally
based economic opportunities at all

levels that support both native
ecosystems and Hawaiian culture.

To increase knowledge of and
passion for biocultural

resource management among
Hawai‘iʻs youth, and support

the next generation of
biocultural stewards.

Biocultural
Stewardship

Sustainable
Livelihoods

Biocultural
Education

ABOUT US
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The mighty koa is one of the world’s finest
sources of timber used for instruments,
furniture, fine art, and Hawaiian sailing
canoes. Because koa has a high capacity to
enrich soils, create critical habitat for
endangered forest birds, sequester carbon,
and provide shade for other native plants, this
ecological and cultural keystone is also ideally
suited for restoration of Hawai‘i’s degraded
pasture lands.

Commercial  
Forestry

Ecology  
and 
Ecophysiology

Tree  
Improvement

Silviculture

Koa Initiative

Akaka Foundation for Tropical Forests, sponsored the 2016 Koa Symposium, "Acacia koa in
Hawai‘i: Facing the Future. Hosted by the Tropical Hardwood Tree Improvement and
Regeneration Center (TropHTIRC), the symposium featured 16 speakers, presenting on a
wide range of topics that were categorized in four themes: Commercial Forestry, Silviculture,
Tree Improvement, and Ecology and Ecophysiology. Speakers included local and national
foresters, scientists, researchers, conservationists, and graduate students. Attendees
included local and national scientists, managers and landowners. The symposium included a
moderated panel discussion focused on commercial forestry.

Mahalo nui loa to Alexander & Baldwin, the County of Hawai‘i, and USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service for supporting the 2016 Koa Symposium through grant funding.

In November 2016 the Foundation embarked on a collaborative planning process to facilitate
the development of a community managed koa forest in Pu‘u Wa‘awa‘a.

2016 Koa Symposium 
"Acacia koa in Hawai‘i: Facing the Future"
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Ulu Lehulehu 
Million Ōhi‘a
Initiative

The ‘ōhi‘a lehua  (Metrosideros polymorpha) is by far the most bioculturally important
tree species in Hawai‘i. The ‘ōhi‘a is truly the ecological keystone of Hawaiʻi’s native
forests and watersheds, covering more than one million acres statewide, and providing
habitat for countless other native species of plants, birds and insects. The ‘ōhi‘a is also
the cultural keystone for native Hawaiian people, supporting beliefs and traditional
lifeways and practices.  
 
Ulu Lehulehu—Million ʻŌhiʻa Initiative was born from the simple need to bring ʻōhiʻa
back into our yards, schools, parks, and everyday lives. This collaboration between
USDA Forest Service and Kupu (Hawai‘i’s host for AmeriCorps) allows the Akaka
Foundation for Tropical Forests to provide an innovative model for partnership-driven,
place-based biocultural stewardship, outreach and restoration. 
 
Ulu Lehulehu has reached over 1700 Hawai‘i Island students through classroom visits,
raised and distributed 1,200 ʻōhiʻa seedlings to schools and community groups, and
reached tens of thousands of citizens through presentations and social media. We have
established an ʻōhiʻa forest of 800 trees in the Kupua‘e ‘Ōhi‘a Common Garden, an
effort to restore pasture lands at the Hawai‘i Experimental Tropical Forest (HETF) in
Laupāhoehoe. These trees are part of the Foundation’s 10-year initiative, modeled after
NYC Million Trees Initiative, to plant one million ʻōhiʻa trees statewide.

Pōki'i ka ua, ua i ka
lehua...the rain, like a
younger brother, remains with
the lehua
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Biocultural Rapid ‘Ōhi‘a Death Outreach

The Ulu Lehulehu team became an active member of the Rapid ʻŌhiʻa
Death (ROD) working group at end of 2015, participating in monthly
meetings, and have worked closely with a dedicated team to reduce the
spread and impacts of ROD through education and outreach.  As part of
this team, Ms. Sarinaan co-led and facilitated ROD focused biocultural
outreach for the 2016 Merrie Monarch Festival, assisting and co-
organizing Puaʻenaʻena, a Merrie Monarch based ceremony developed
by Kekuhi Kealiikanakaoleohaililani that brought together Hawaiian
cultural leaders to provide the hula community with a culturally
appropriate and collaborative approach preventing the spread of ROD.

Conference & Workshop Presentations
Presented "Biocultural Approaches to Addressing Rapid ‘Ōhi‘a Death"  at Hawai‘i
Environmental Education Alliance in Honolulu 
 
Attended and Presented at UHH Kipuka PICSC Climate Change Boot Camp 
 
Co-Presented with Kainana Francisco at the UHH Kipuka Native Hawaiian Student Center
EIA Lecture Series on Pua‘ena‘ena and Biocultural Approach to Outreach 
 
Participated in the historic Hokule‘a Arrival Ceremony (Kipaepae), and attended the NY
Education and Environment summit at Governorʻs Island 
 
Met with partners from the Million Tree Initiative NYC (Natural Areas Conservancy and
NYC Parks) to learn more about developing a million tree initiative for Hawai‘i

Kapoko Kine Adventures / Nohona Hawai‘i Group

Led two separate groups ‘ōhi‘a based biocultural education activities. which
included service learning,  ROD outreach, and a zipline adventure course
over the forest on the property above Honoli'i river with two separate groups
(one with 8 homeless youth from across the state and 4 adults, one with 14
university students 2 professors from Keene State College, NH) .

In addition to helping maintain an ‘ōhi‘a lehua greenhouse
and the Kupu‘ae Common ‘Ōhi‘a Garden,  Ulu Lehulehu
Coordinator Ardena Saarinan, works closely with our
partners at the US Forest Service, organizing biocultural
education and outreach activities, presenting ‘ōhi‘a related
outreach at conferences and workshops, and developing
curriculum for classroom programs and huaka‘i. Ardena
has been an incredible asset to Ulu Lehulehu during her
tenure, and we congratulate her for being awarded the
prestigious Hai‘oli Mau Loa Graduate Assistantship at
University of Hawaii in Manoa.

Ulu Lehulehu

Senator Daniel K. Akaka and Ulu Lehulehu Coordinator, Ardena
Saarinan at the Laupāhoehoe Unit of the  Hawai‘i Experimental

Tropical Forest.
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We have BIG plans for 2017! Next year   we will continue our biocultural outreach through
support of the annual Pu‘u Wa‘awa‘a Biocultural Blitz and outreach at local schools. We will
expand these efforts to the Keiki of da ‘Āina Hunting Tournament , and by hosting two Kapili
Oihana Interns, and through a pilot program at a local public charter school. We are partners in
the STEW-Map Hawai‘i Project, which will create a publicly available map of stewardship
groups in North Kona and South Kohala.

Laupāhoehoe Community
Public Charter School

Our place-based curriculum focuses
on the cultural and biological
significance of ʻōhiʻa lehua, and
includes (1) in-class presentations
with hands-on activities, (2) a field
trip to the Laupāhoehoe Forest
(Hawai‘i Experimental Tropical
Forest) and the Kupu‘ae ʻŌhiʻa
Common Garden at the USDA Forest
Service’s Laupāhoehoe Science and
Education Center, and (3) a capstone
2-3 day huaka‘i (service learning trip),
which would immerse the students in
a mauka to makai biocultural learning
adventure.

Community Managed
Forest in Pu‘u Wa‘awa‘a

Akaka Foundation for Tropical
Forests is working with several
agency and community partners to
facilitate and support the creation of
a community managed forest in Pu‘u
Wa‘awa‘a. We envision over eighty
acres of Acacia koa overstory and
native understory. We hope that this
project will provide an opportunity
for community members and lineal
descendants of the region to become
involved in a stewardship effort that
supports traditional practices
through harvest of native understory
plants.

808.895.6991
C/O Cades Scutte 

P.O. Box 1525 
Kamuela, HI 96743

kokua@akakaforests.org https://www.facebook.com/ululehule
hu/

Our Plans
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